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Introduction 
 

This gorgeous reference photo was provided with the kind permission of Juno Kughler 

Carlson, an amazing coloured pencil artist - please take the time to visit her art at 

http://www.junokughler.com/linkedin.htm. As soon as I saw this little girl, I fell in love 

with all those gorgeous colours and the chubby little limbs and couldn’t wait to get into the 

studio to draw her. I have drawn this charming image on a 5x7 inch piece of drafting film 

using a range of pencils, as outlined throughout the tutorial. 
   

Drafting film is an excellent support for coloured pencils. You will find drafting film 

available at most large art supplies stores and also online. Grafix offers either a student 

grade drafting film in pad form under the name of Dura-lar, or their artist grade film, 

which can be bought either by the sheet or roll from Dick Blick’s at 

http://www.dickblick.com/products/grafix-drafting-film/. Within Australia, you can buy it 

online from http://www.draftex.com.au/p/papers-film-for-manual-drawing/drafting-

film/drafting-film/. In the UK, it is sold under the name of Polydraw. 

 

Drafting film is quite unlike any other drawing surface in the way that it accepts and 

responds to coloured pencils. It will only accept about 4-5 layers of pencil before 

becoming saturated and then non-receptive to further layers. This can also be an advantage 

though, as it allows you to achieve rich and rapid colour saturation in a relatively short 

period of time. Because of the nature of the film, it is best to do your initial layers with a 

gentle hand.  
 

 
 

A small sample of drafting film with a coin placed behind it. 
 

 

 

http://www.junokughler.com/linkedin.htm
http://www.dickblick.com/products/grafix-drafting-film/
http://www.draftex.com.au/p/papers-film-for-manual-drawing/drafting-film/drafting-film/
http://www.draftex.com.au/p/papers-film-for-manual-drawing/drafting-film/drafting-film/
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Reference Photo 
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Materials List 
 

• 5x7 inch Drafting film  

• Coloured Pencils: 

o Faber Castell Polychromos – 102 Cream, 103 Ivory, 107 Cadmium Yellow, 

109 Dark Chrome Yellow, 111 Tangerine, 117 Vermillion, 119 Light 

Magenta, 121 Pale Geranium Lake, 124 Rose Carmine, 125 Dark Magenta, 

129 Pink Madder Lake, 130 Dark Flesh, 134 Magenta, 151 Medium Flesh, 

167 Permanent Olive Green, 168 Earth Green Yellowish, 169 Caput 

Mortuum,  171 Light Green, 173 Olive Green, 177 Walnut Brown, 178 

Nougat, 187 Burnt Ochre, 192 Indian Red, 193 Burnt Carmine, 199 Black, 

205 Cadmium Yellow Lemon, 219 Deep Scarlet Red, 232 Cold Grey III, 283 

Burnt Sienna,  

o Derwent Drawing Pencils – 57 Brown Ochre, 5550 Warm Earth, 5715 

Wheat, 7200 Chinese White, Mars Violet,  

o Prismacolour Verithins – 743 Rose Deco, 757 Light Peach,  

o Lyra – 93029 or Prismacolor PC1018 Pink Rose 

• Kneadable eraser 

• Photo corners or preferred method for attaching film to backing board 

• Backing board eg. Illustration board, Bristol board, White Polypropylene card 

• Fixative (optional) 

• Paper towel (to rest your hand on) 

• Brush (soft brush for brushing away pencil pigment dust) 

• Slice Pen knife (this is completely optional and is used if you decide to use a surface 

where you scratch out highlights and detail). The Slice Pen knife is a craft knife 

with a ceramic blade and is available from Dick Blick’s. Within Australia, you can 

get it from Officeworks. This knife has a less damaging blade than an exacto knife 

but still allows you to scratch out detail.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Line Drawing 

https://www.dickblick.com/products/slice-pen-cutter/


 

 6  



 

 7 

 

Transferring your Image 
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I have used a Prismacolour Verithin Dark Brown pencil to do most of the outlines here. 

Try to avoid using graphite pencil to do your initial sketch when working on drafting film 

as the graphite smudges very easily and this can make your colours appear dirty. It is best 

to use colours close to those that you will be doing your main drawing in, and that way 

you avoid getting harsh outlines. 

 

The other advantage of drafting film is that because of its translucent qualities you can get 

a rough outline from your reference image without the need for transfer paper or a light 

box. 

 

 

Flowers on the Hat 
 

 
 

When working on drafting film, you will find that you can achieve colour saturation very 

quickly, much more quickly than on conventional papers. This can prove to be a great 

advantage for working quickly, but the downside is that your drafting film will only accept 

about 4 layers of coloured pencil, so you need to be sure of your colour application quite 
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early. It is best to start with a very gently application for the initial layers and press more 

firmly for the final layers.  

 

The Top Flowers 
 

  
 

This image has been enlarged quite a bit so that you can make out the details and colours.  

I tend to work using a mid range colour first, then deepen shadows with darker colours, 

and add your highlights with the lighter shades.  
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One problem I have encountered when working on drafting film, is that the lighter purple 

colours tend to bleed and change to a fuchsia shade once fixative is applied. If you really 

need to use a lighter shade of purple, such as lilac or violet, then to be safe, I would avoid 

using any fixative. It really isn’t necessary to apply fixative if you are drawing with the oil 

based pencils (Faber Castell Polychromos, Lyra) on drafting film. The other thing you can 

do of course is to create your own purple shade by layering reds and blues, and this works 

very well without any bleeding. 

 

The pink flowers here were done using the (FC) Light Magenta, (FC) Magenta and (FC) 

Dark Magenta. The yellow petals used (FC) Cream, (FC) Cadmium Yellow, and (FC) 

Dark Chrome Yellow. 

The red petals were done using (FC) Tangerine, (FC) Pale Geranium and (FC) Deep 

Scarlet. You certainly don’t need to stick to these colours – any combinations of pinks, 

yellows and reds should work equally well. I have tried to simplify the colour range to 

make it a little easier on the budget if you are purchasing your pencils individually. 

 

Greens used here include (FC) Light Green, (FC) Earth Green Yellowish and (FC) 

Permanent Green Olive. Highlights were added with (FC) White and darker shadows and 

details added with (FC) Walnut Brown and (FC) Black. 

 

The Lower Flowers 
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The colours in the lower part of the hat are much the same as for the upper part but are 

slightly darker and richer. The lighter area of the green leaves was done using (FC) 

Cadmium Yellow, (FC) Cream, and (FC) Indian Red and (FC) Burnt Carmine were added 

to the Pink and Red Petals for deeper colours. 

 

When working on drafting film, I find the oil-based pencils; such as the Faber Castell 

Polychromos are best as a good all-round pencil. They give a lovely crisp line, rapid 

colour saturation and don’t smudge. But I have found that other types of pencils can be 

used very effectively in conjunction with the Polychromos for achieving different effects. 

Derwent Drawing Pencils (DD) have a lovely creamy texture and are perfect for blending 

and smudging effects when applied over the top of the Polychromo pencil work.  

 

In the next step, where we work on the straw hat, you can see how the Derwent Drawing 

Pencils are extremely useful for achieving the texture and lines of the straw hat. 

 

The Straw Hat 
 

 
  

The image above gives you a magnified vision of the texture on the straw hat. 

 

Start with a gently applied layer of (FC) Burnt Ochre to all but the lightest areas of the hat. 

Your pencil strokes should follow the contour and pattern of the straw on the hat. Some 

soft lines can be drawn where the light hits the hat to show a hint of straw. 
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The next step is to use the Derwent Drawing Pencils to smudge the colour around and to 

create more distinct lines for the weave of the hat. (DD) Wheat, (DD) Brown Ochre, (DD) 

Warm Earth and (DD) White were used for this purpose. Draw lines in a curve from the 

top of the hat, studying the course of the weave in the reference photo, drawing first in one 

direction and then the other to create a criss-cross effect.  Once you are happy with the 

appearance of the weave, use some darker colours with very sharp points such as the 

Prismacolour Verithin Dark Brown and the (FC) Walnut Brown to add definition to the 

weave. Add texture to the weave by adding curves and ripples to the tracks, rather than 

drawing in straight lines.  

 

You will notice that the colours of the flowers are reflected in some areas of the hat, so 

pick up some of the colours that you used on the flowers to very gently add colour to the 

weave. Because the Derwent Drawings are so creamy, almost like oil pastels, pressing 

firmly with the sharp point of a hard pencil will only dig into the colour like sgraffito. This 
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is actually an advantage when you are drawing the lines between the weaves, because it 

gives the hat an added 3D effect. 

 

Your hat will look much more natural if it has uneven colours, textures and lines, so once 

you think you are finished, double check to see if the hat needs any more highlights here 

or there, or the odd darker line added for interest.  

 

Don’t be afraid to repeat the steps if you are unhappy with any area. You can go over that 

area with the Derwent Drawing Pencils to smudge your colours and lines, and then add the 

definition back in again using the harder pencils. 
 

 

The Hands 
 

 

One of the challenges of working on drafting film can be trying to achieve smooth skin 

tone, particularly where there are darker shadows. I must admit, I wasn’t one hundred per 

cent happy with the final look of the skin on the arms and legs of this little girl, but had so 
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much fun doing the hat and the dress that I tried to overlook the limbs. On regular paper, I 

would have used a light flesh coloured pencil to burnish and blend the skin for a smoother 

look, but this isn’t really possible on the drafting film – the underneath layers tend to lift of 

and become blotchy. One trick I have found that works well is to blend a pale coloured 

Pan Pastel (such as Sienna tint) over the top of the pencil – this gives a lovely powdery 

look to the skin and smoothes out any unevenness. This is usually done just prior to 

applying the fixative. 

 
 

The Left Hand 
 

 

 
 

The hardest part of doing the skin on drafting film is to get the look you need without 

adding too many layers. I almost always start by doing a gentle layer of either 

Prismacolour Verithin Deco Pink or Light Peach, and then work from lighter to darkest 

with each subsequent layer. The next layers are added using a combination of (FC) 

Medium Flesh, (FC) Dark Flesh, (FC) Cinnamon and Lyra 93029 (If you can’t get this 

colour, then the Prismacolor Pink Rose will work well). The lightest areas where the light 

hits were left free of any colour at all. The darker shadows were then added using (DD) 

Mars Violet, (FC) Caput Mortuum, (FC) Walnut Brown, and (FC) Burnt Sienna. There are 

some yellowish highlights on the fingers as well and these have been added using a 

combination of (FC) Cream and (FC) Cadmium Yellow. 
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If you struggle to get the darker areas to go over the lighter colours, then use short sharp 

dabbing strokes in a pointillism style and this will help the pencil pigment to adhere to the 

underlying layers. 

 

 
 

The right hand was done in much the same way as the left hand, except that the shadows 

are slightly deeper and some of the reflections of the flowers can also be seen on the 

fingers. The creases and edges of the cuticles were drawn in using (FC) Nougat. 

 

The lighter areas around the knuckles, the tips of the nails and the crease of the wrist were 

drawn in last using the (FC) Ivory. Be sure to add a little shadow where the hand rests on 

the hat to give more realism to your drawing. All these little details make a huge 

difference to the finished artwork. 

 

The little bit of face showing below the hat is done using the same colours as the hands but 

with a hint of (FC) Dark Flesh for a peachy cheek. 
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The Dress 
 

 
 
 

The first step to drawing this dress was to identify all the folds and creases in the dress and 

to shade them in using some (FC) Cold Grey III, (FC) Magenta and (FC) Light Magenta. 

Some (FC) Walnut Brown was used on the very darkest of outlines for the creases and 

folds. 
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The next step is to add the belt which was drawn using a rich red such as (FC) Vermillion. 

Don’t be afraid to press quite heavily and achieve good saturation fairly quickly. When 

you want vibrant colour on drafting film, it is often easier to achieve this with a single 

firmly applied pencil layer than with multiple light layers. Some subtle highlights were 

achieved by burnishing the lighter areas with white. The shadows were shaded in with 

Burnt Carmine and then Walnut for the darkest areas. 

 

The flowers might seem tedious, but they can also be quite relaxing as you follow the 

folds of the dress adding flowers here and there without worrying about whether you are 

achieving a good likeness. You can either work on one area at a time completing all the 

flowers at once; or work as I did, by concentrating on one colour at a time and working 

over the whole dress. This method makes it easier to achieve a more even distribution of 

colours and flowers. The flowers were drawn using a mix of (FC) Magenta, (FC) Light 

Magenta, (FC) Dark Magenta, (FC) Pink Madder Lake, and (FC) Deep Scarlet Red. The 

leaves were drawn using (FC) Olive Green, (FC) Earth Green Yellowish, (FC) Light 

Green and (FC) Cadmium Yellow Lemon. 

 

The flowers have five petals each and try to vary the size of the flowers as you go. Also be 

conscious of wrapping flowers around the folds and creases of the fabric to keep them 
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natural looking. The leaves were the final touch added and were simply scattered here and 

there to fill in blank spaces. 

 

 

The Legs 
 

 
 

The same colours and techniques were used on the legs as for the hands and arms starting 

with the (PV) Deco Pink and (PV) Light Peach, then (FC) Ivory and (FC) Light Flesh for 

those areas where the light hits, followed by (FC) Medium Flesh and (FC) Dark Flesh for 

the mid skin tones. The legs have a little richer rose colour in them, and this was added 

with (FC) Rose Carmine.  

 

The Darker skin tones are added with (FC) Caput Mortuum and (DD) Mars Violet. Detail 

between the toes and creases are added with (FC) Walnut Brown. 

 

These scans have made the darker shadows appear almost purple in colour, giving a 

bruised appearance to the skin. The original artwork had more of a brown or fleshy colour 

to it, so please don’t be put off by the colours as indicated here and don’t be afraid to 

experiment to achieve a skin tone to your preference. 

 

Remember to keep the lightest areas free of colour and add shadows for definition. 
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Here is the completed drawing and I hope you had as much fun drawing this happy image 

as I did!!! 

 

At this point you can apply some fixative if you desire. The Faber Castell Polychromos are 

oil-based pencils, which means they adhere very well to the drafting film with minimal 

smudging. The workable fixative will give your artwork more permanency, but the spray 

will also leave a slight glaze over your artwork, which is only apparent in very bright 

lights. Again, this is something you should test on a spare piece of drafting film. A word of 

caution when fixing some colours as bleeding can occur. The only colours I have had 

problems with are some of the lilacs, violets and purples, and I actually got caught out 

when fixing this eye, where I found the eyelashes on the lower lid bled a bit. Generally, I 

avoid using any shades of purple if possible, particularly if it is for a commissioned 

portrait. If in doubt, then skip applying the fixative. 

I often get asked about whether I back my drafting film artwork onto a firmer surface, as 

the drafting film is quite a lightweight material. I used to use double sided adhesive paper 

to adhere the film to a sturdier support but because of potential issues with this, I now 

prefer to use either a bit of acid free tape in each corner or photo corners (such as the ones 

you might use in scrapbooking) and attach these two a firm backing board such as white 

archival mat board. 

 

I do hope this tutorial has provided some helpful hints on working with coloured pencils 

on drafting film. If you have any questions about this tutorial, or have picked up any 

errors, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 

I have listed all the coloured pencil brands and colours that I used to create this artwork, 

but you can achieve similar results using the colours and brand that you favour. It isn’t 

necessary to go out and buy a whole lot of new pencils to complete this tutorial. This is 

more an exercise to show how to apply the techniques that I use to the materials that you 

have on hand whenever you are doing an artwork on drafting film.  

If you would like to use colours very similar to the ones used here, but don’t have that 

brand, I do offer a colour pencil conversion chart available from my website at 

www.karenhullart.com which will guide you as to which colours may be substituted when 

working between different brands. 

 

Happy Drawing!!! 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.karenhullart.com/
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Completed Artwork 
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Other Tutorials 
 

The following pages include images and links to tutorials on my website at 

www.karenhullart.com.  

As thanks for purchasing this kit you can use the code 5ed7c490b3 to get 10% 

discount off your next purchase. 

 
 

     

    

    

http://www.karenhullart.com/
http://www.karenhullart.com/Coloured-Pencil-Conversion-and-Comparison-Charts.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Watercolour-Pencil-Conversion-Comparison-Charts.php
https://www.karenhullart.com/Splash-Tutorial-in-Coloured-Pencil.php
https://www.karenhullart.com/Ruby-Tutorial.php
https://www.karenhullart.com/Step-by-Step-Tutorial-Amber-Cat.php
https://www.karenhullart.com/Realistic-Landscapes-in-Coloured-pencil.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Creative-Colour-with-Realism.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/The-Apprentice-Tutorial.php
https://www.karenhullart.com/The-Assistant-Tutorial.php
https://www.karenhullart.com/Black-and-White-Portrait.php
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http://www.karenhullart.com/Whimsical-Bee-Tutorial.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Easter-Bunny-on-Wood.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Peacock-Tutorial.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Dachshund-Tutorial.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Blue-Eyes-in-Pencil-on-Film.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Coloured-Pencil-Basics-for-Artists-of-All-Levels.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/How-to-Get-Black-Backgrounds-in-Coloured-Pencil.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/White-Dog-in-Coloured-Pencil.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Darker-Skins-in-Pencil-and-Pitt-Pens.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Orangutan-in-Pencil-and-Pitt-pens.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/3D-Landscapes-n-Coloured-Pencil.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/3D-Flowers-in-Coloured-Pencil.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Rainbow-Lorikeet-in-Markers-and-Pencil.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Tiger-in-Ballpoint-Pen.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Cat-in-Pyrography-and-Coloured-Pencil.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Older-People-Portraits.php
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http://www.karenhullart.com/Pippa-on-Black-Mat-Board.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Coloured-Pencils-on-Canvas.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Still-Life-on-Mat-Board.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Cat-in-Scratch-Art.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Working-in-Coloured-Pencils-on-Wood.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Collie-in-Coloured-Pencil.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Tabby-on-Drafting-film.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Colouring-your-Scratch-Board.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Sepia-Portrait-in-Coloured-Pencils.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Graphite-Cat-on-Drafting-film.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Child-in-Pencil-on-Drafting-film.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Still-Life-on-Drafting-Film.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Selective-Colouring-in-Graphite-Portraits.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Portrait-with-Zest-it.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Cat-on-Drafting-film.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Meerkat-on-Printed-Stonehenge.php
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http://www.karenhullart.com/Cat-on-Mat-Board.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Animating-your-Animals.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Little-Flower-Girl-on-Drafting-Film.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Pug-on-Drafting-film.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Graphite-baby-on-Drafting-film.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Eye-on-Drafting-film.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Carnivale-Mask-on-film.php
http://www.karenhullart.com/Graphite-Dog-on-film.php

